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Utah Department of Workforce 
Services.

Who is Right?



• Year‐Over Percent Change in Nonfarm Jobs.
– “Year‐over” change between one month and the same 
month the previous year. (December 2016 employment 
compared to December 2015 employment).

– Employment data is current and some of most accurate 
and complete information available.

– It’s easy.
– Available for small areas.
– Not what the Bureau of Labor publishes in their press 
release—not seasonally adjusted.

My Not‐So‐Secret Formula



Most Importantly. . .

• It works!
• Nationally, when year‐
over growth rates trend 
down and eventually 
result in job loss, there 
has always a recession 
as defined by NBER.



Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Year‐Over Change in U.S. Nonfarm Jobs



Six‐County’s 
recovery from the 
recession was 
slower than 
average



Overall, the rate of 
job growth slowed 
somewhat in 2016



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Rate of 
growth 

slowing in 
both Utah 
and U.S.

Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six‐County Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs

Six‐County 
growth may

also be 
slowing



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs

Up 523 jobs in 2016

Only Piute 
County lost 
nonfarm 

employment



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs

Most growth 
rates 

moderate to 
strong for 
this area



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six‐County Nonfarm Jobs

Just exceeded 
pre‐recession 
job totals



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six County Nonfarm Jobs

Notice the 
seasonality 
in certain 
counties



*12‐month center moving average.
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six‐County Nonfarm Jobs, Smoothed*



*12‐month center moving average.
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six‐County Nonfarm Jobs, Smoothed*



Most 
industries 
showed 

expansion in 
2016



A few 
industries lost 

jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six‐County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six‐County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six County 2016 Nonfarm Jobs by Industry





Source: U.S. Census Bureau: Local Employment Dynamics.



Source: U.S. Census Bureau: Local Employment Dynamics.



Source: U.S. Census Bureau: Local Employment Dynamics.



Source: U.S. Census Bureau: Local Employment Dynamics.

Diversity 
slowly 

increasing



Source: U.S. Census Bureau: Local Employment Dynamics.

Smaller 
percentage of 

female 
employment 

now



Unemployment is 
trending down in 

all counties



Several counties are at or 
near “full employment”



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Six County February 2017 
Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate

Seasonal 
employment 
results in high 
jobless rate



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates



Average wages 
are trending 
upward



Six County 
below the state 

average



Average Monthly Nonfarm Wage

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.



Overall, sales are growing



Big projects can create large 
swings



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Year‐to‐Year Change in Gross Taxable Sales



In general, 
population growth 
is slower than the 

state



Juab is the 
exception



U.S. Census Bureau; Population Estimates.

2016 Population Estimates—Census Bureau

Sanpete has 
higher 

population, but 
Sevier has more 

jobs.



U.S. Census Bureau; Population Estimates.

Population Change



U.S. Census Bureau; Population Estimates.

2016 Population Change – Census Bureau



Source: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute.

2016 Population Change – Kem C. Gardner Policty Institute



U.S. Census Bureau; American Community Survey.

Share of Population with Health Care Insurance
2011‐2015

All Ages



U.S. Census Bureau; American Community Survey.

Share of Population with Health Care Insurance
2011‐2015

Under 65



“You don't need a weather 
man To know which way the 
wind blows”



"The future for me is 
already a thing of the 

past”



Time is not 
necessarily on 

our side. . .

Limited economic 
tool box

? ? ? ? ? ?

Asset inflation?



Time is not necessarily on our side. . .
We’re in our eighth year of expansion!
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U.S. Expansionary Periods in Months



Is there irrational exuberance in the stock 
market?



Dow Jones Industrial Average Index



The great unknown. . .



Fiscal and monetary policies take time to work 
themselves through the economy.



“Protectionism will do little to create jobs and if foreigners 
retaliate, we will surely lose jobs.” Alan Greenspan



Make sure all policy tools are available. . .
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

U.S. Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Don’t sweat the monthly data. Watch the trends.

jobs.utah.gov/wi



Economic Snapshot
(Monthly)

Labor Market & 
Economy Blog

Current

jobs.utah.gov/wi (click on “County Snapshots”)



• Lecia Parks Langston
• Senior Economist, Utah Department of 
Workforce Services

• 435‐688‐3115
• lecialangston@utah.gov



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Juab County Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Juab County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Juab County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Juab County 2016 Nonfarm Jobs by Industry



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Year‐to‐Year Change in Gross Taxable Sales



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Millard County Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Millard County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Millard County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Millard County 2016 Nonfarm Jobs by Industry



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Piute County Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Piute County Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs
December 2016 to December 2017



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Piute County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Piute County 2016 Nonfarm Jobs by Industry



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Sanpete County Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Sanpete County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Sanpete County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Sanpete County 2016 Nonfarm Jobs by Industry



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Sevier County Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Sevier County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Sevier County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Sevier County 2016 Nonfarm Jobs by Industry



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Wayne County Year‐Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Wayne County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Wayne County 2016 Change in Nonfarm Jobs



Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Wayne County 2016 Nonfarm Jobs by Industry


